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MISSION STATEMENT

“To improve truck safety by providing 

Michigan’s trucking industry and the citizens 

of Michigan with effective educational 

programs and by addressing significant  

truck safety issues.”
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inTroDucTion

For more than 24 years, the Michigan Truck Safety Commission 

(MTSC) has served as a trusted advocate for the state’s trucking 

industry. The MTSC is the only organization in the nation dedicated to 

commercial motor vehicle driver education and training paid for by the 

trucking industry instead of tax dollars.

Funding for the MTSC is provided by the Truck Safety Fund estab-

lished by Public Act 348 of 1988. The Truck Safety Fund is administered 

by the Office of Highway Safety Planning, a division of the Michigan 

Department of State Police (MSP). The majority of the fund is used to 

support truck driver training and commercial motor vehicle enforce-

ment. Training is coordinated by the Michigan Center for Truck Safety 

and commercial motor vehicle enforcement is conducted by the MSP 

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division.
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sTraTegic Plan

i n Michigan, development of a statewide Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) is directed by the Gover-

nor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC). The 
GTSAC consists of the governor (or a designee); the 
directors (or their designees) of the departments of 
Community Health, Education, State, State Police, and 
Transportation; the directors (or their designees) of the 
Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP) 
and Office of Services to the Aging; and three local 
representatives. The SHSP was originally developed in 
2004 and updated in 2007. The plan is undergoing its 
third update which is scheduled to be completed near 
the end of 2012.

In the 2004 SHSP, 12 traffic safety emphasis areas 
were identified including commercial motor vehicle 
(CMV) safety. Since the MTSC was already in place, the 
GTSAC selected the commission to serve as the action 
team for CMV safety. It is anticipated CMV safety will re-
main as a traffic safety emphasis area under the revised 
SHSP and the MTSC will continue to fill that role. 

Given the changes to the SHSP, the MTSC requested 
the current MTSC Strategic Plan be updated as well. 
The MTSC Research, Evaluation, & Planning Committee 
reviewed the most recent truck-related crash data and 
the current strategic plan. The commissioners were 
also asked to provide input into possible strategies 
and programs. The updated strategic plan will serve as 
both the MTSC Strategic Plan and as the action plan for 
the GTSAC action team.

eMPhaSiS areaS
In the updated strategic plan, data-driven emphasis 
areas and strategies were identified to support the 
mission of the MTSC. These emphasis areas include 
strategies derived from the National Cooperative 
Highway Research Program (NCHRP) Report 500 Series 
Implementation Guide-Volume 13 Guide for Reducing 
Collisions Involving Heavy Trucks (1), and the Univer-
sity of Michigan Traffic Research Institute 2007 report 
Strategies to Reduce Commercial Motor Vehicle-involved 
Crashes, Fatalities, and Injuries in Michigan (2).

The MTSC emphasis areas include:
•	 Improving	CMV	driver	performance	through	

education and enforcement.
•	 Reducing	fatigue-related	crashes.	(1)
•	 Strengthening	commercial	driver’s	license	

programs. (1&2)
•	 Increasing	knowledge	on	how	CMVs	and	cars	can	

share the road. (1&2)
•	 Improving	maintenance	of	heavy	trucks.	(1&2)
•	 Identifying	and	correcting	unsafe	roadway	

infrastructure and operational characteristics. (1)
•	 Improving	and	enhancing	truck	safety	data.	(1&2)
•	 Deploying	truck	safety	initiatives,	technologies,	and	

best safety practices. (1&2)

oBjecTiVeS
Based on the updated emphasis areas, the following 
objectives were identified:
•	 Reduce	the	number	of	CMV-involved	fatal	crashes	

by a statistically significant number below the five-
year trend line taking into consideration the CMV 
miles traveled each year by 2015.

•	 Reduce	the	percentage	of	CMV-involved	fatalities	
per 100 million CMV miles traveled by a statistically 
significant number below the five-year trend line 
by 2015.

•	 Increase	the	CMV	seat	belt	use	rate	by	a	statistically	
significant percentage by 2015.

•	 Evaluate	the	use	of	the	CMV	simulator	to	determine	
the effectiveness of this training by examining use 
rates by drivers and crash trend line statistics after 
the training by 2015.
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crash Profile 2007-2011

coMMerciaL MoTor  
VehicLe craSheS 
CMV crashes have decreased 
23.6 percent since 2007.

coMMerciaL MoTor  
VehicLe injury craSheS 
CMV injury crashes have decreased  
23.8 percent since 2007.

coMMerciaL MoTor  
VehicLe faTaL craSheS 
CMV fatal crashes have  
decreased 42.5 percent since 2007.

coMMerciaL MoTor  
VehicLe faTaLiTieS 
CMV fatalities have decreased  
46.3 percent since 2007.

Michigan commercial Motor Vehicle crashes 2004-2011
13,760 13,422

10,117 10,369 10,511

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Michigan commercial Motor Vehicle injury crashes 2004-2011

2,403 2,304

1,702 1,761 1,830

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Michigan commercial Motor Vehicle fatal crashes 2004-2011

120

97

71

90

69

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Michigan commercial Motor Vehicle fatalities 2004-2011
136

106

76
95

73

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
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coMMerciaL MoTor  
VehicLe MiLeS TraVeLeD

CMV miles traveled have  
decreased 16 percent since 2007.

coMMerciaL MoTor VehicLe  
faTaLiTieS Per 100 MiLLion  

VehicLe MiLeS TraVeLeD 
CMV fatality rate has decreased  

39.7 percent since 2007.

coMMerciaL DriVer  
LicenSeS (cDLs)

Note: The number of CDLs in  
2010 was incorrectly reported in  
the FY2011 MTSC Annual Report.

Michigan commercial Driver's Licenses 2007-2011

302,879

304,521 304,713 304,265

297,894

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Michigan commercial Motor Vehicle
fatality VMT rate 2004-2011

1.99
1.60

1.36
1.66

1.20

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Michigan commercial Motor Vehicle
 VMT in Thousands 2004-2011

6,838,427 6,618,411
5,600,000 5,739,274 5,740,599

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
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Michigan cenTer for Truck safeTy

The Michigan Center for Truck Safety (MCTS) is re-
sponsible for the educational programs sponsored 

by the MTSC and is funded through a grant to the Mich-
igan Trucking Association (MTA) Education Center, Inc. 
The MCTS serves as the central source for truck driver 
training and information programs with six staff mem-
bers at offices in Lansing and Iron Mountain. In addition, 
a consultant in southeast Michigan promotes MCTS 
programs in the Detroit area. 

MCTS staff answer questions about truck safety, CMV 
rules and regulations, and education programs through 
the MCTS Web site and toll-free hotline. The MCTS re-
sponded to 3,258 requests for information generated 
through the Web site, www.truckingsafety.org.

The Are You Truck SMART (Safe Monitoring And Re-
sponsible Training)? campaign is designed to remind 
both commercial motor vehicle drivers and the general 
public to safely share the road. The campaign focuses 
on educating drivers about the limitations of big trucks 
including information on blind spots, stopping distanc-
es, and proper merging. The Are You Truck SMART? cam-
paign video is played at Michigan Welcome Centers 
and Secretary of State branch offices. Campaign bro-
chures are distributed through the mail and at industry 
and public events.

The MCTS staff maintains working relationships with 
the American Association of Retired Persons, Michigan 
Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association, Michi-
gan Department of State, Michigan State Police (MSP), 
and Michigan Department of Transportation. 

Training
In conjunction with the MTA, the MCTS operates the 
Michigan Center for Decision Driving (MCDD). The 
MCDD provides advanced, hands-on truck driver train-
ing using the facility’s skid pad and classroom. Of the 
1,640 participants trained this year, 78 percent were in-
state drivers.

When a new carrier applies for a U.S. Department 
of Transportation (USDOT) number to operate in inter-
state commerce or for interstate operating authority, 
an inspector from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA) will visit within 18 months of the 
application to assess the carrier’s level of compliance 
with the appropriate rules and regulations. The MCTS 
New Entrant Program assists new CMV carriers prepare 
for their first FMCSA inspection by providing materials 
and training. The MCTS contacted 3,551 new carriers 
about this opportunity.

The MCTS hosted the 10th annual Michigan Truck 
Exposition and Safety Symposium in February. Af-
ter a popular appearance in 2011, Michigan Secretary 
of State Ruth Johnson again served as the keynote 
speaker. Approximately 270 people attended sessions 
taught by industry representatives and other experts. 
The event also offered professional development work-
shops for commercial driver license instructors. 
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At the direction of the MTSC, the MCTS tracks training participation in multiple courses within five key training 
categories. Some courses are utilized in multiple training areas.
1. in the fatigue driving issues category, 6,278 participants were trained in the following courses:

•	 Safety	Management	Training .......................................................................................................................2,048 participants 
•	 Decision	Driving	Course ................................................................................................................................. 1,829 participants 
•	 Company	Specific	Training ............................................................................................................................ 1,578 participants
•	 Michigan	Truck	Exposition	and	Safety	Symposium ..................................................................................270 participants
•	 Fatigue	Awareness	Program .............................................................................................................................202 participants
•	 National	Safety	Council,
 Defensive Driving Course for Professional Truck Drivers (DDC-PTD) .................................................200 participants
•	 Mobile	Truck	Simulator .......................................................................................................................................120 participants
•	 New	Entrant	Contact	Program ......................................................................................................................... ..31 participants

2. in the commercial driver license category, 6,356 participants were trained in the following courses:
•	 Safety	Management	Training ........................................................................................................................2,155 participants
•	 Decision	Driving	Course ................................................................................................................................. 1,829 participants
•	 Company	Specific	Training ............................................................................................................................ 1,563 participants
•	 Michigan	Truck	Exposition	and	Safety	Symposium ..................................................................................270 participants
•	 National	Safety	Council	DDC-PTD ...................................................................................................................203 participants
•	 Professional	Driver	Coaching ............................................................................................................................128 participants
•	 Mobile	Truck	Simulator .......................................................................................................................................120 participants
•	 North	American	Transportation	Management	Institute	(NATMI)	
 Certification Programs ........................................................................................................................................ ..57 participants 
•	 New	Entrant	Program .......................................................................................................................................... ..31 participants

3. as part of the Share the Road and Are You Truck SMART? programs, 4,184 participants were trained in 
the following courses:
•	 Safety	Management	Training .......................................................................................................................2,080 participants
•	 Company	Specific	Training .............................................................................................................................1,675 participants
•	 Michigan	Truck	Exposition	and	Safety	Symposium ..................................................................................270 participants
•	 Professional	Driver	Coaching .......................................................................................................................... ..128 participants
•	 New	Entrant	Contact	Program ........................................................................................................................... 31 participants

4. in the heavy truck maintenance category, 3,963 participants were trained in the following courses:
•	 Safety	Management	Training .......................................................................................................................2,080 participants
•	 Company	Specific	Training .............................................................................................................................1,312 participants
•	 Cargo	Securement ................................................................................................................................................270 participants
•	 Michigan	Truck	Exposition	and	Safety	Symposium ..................................................................................270 participants
•	 New	Entrant	Contact	Program ........................................................................................................................... 31 participants

5. in the industry safety, best practices, and use of technology category, 4,143 participants were trained 
in following courses:
•	 	Company	Specific	Training ........................................................................................................................... 1,570 participants
•	 	Safety	Management	Training ...................................................................................................................... 1,529 participants
•	 	New	Entrant	Contact	Program ........................................................................................................................597 participants
•	 	Michigan	Truck	Exposition	and	Safety	Symposium .................................................................................270 participants
•	 	Mobile	Truck	Simulator ......................................................................................................................................120 participants
•	 	NATMI	Certification	Programs ........................................................................................................................... 57 participants

12  Michigan Center for Truck Safety
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MoBiLe Truck SiMuLaTor
The Mobile Truck Simulator is used to train drivers on 
crash avoidance techniques and educate the general 
public on the limitations of large vehicles by provid-
ing an interactive, hands-on experience. There were no 
major equipment upgrades this year, and the simula-
tor is functioning as expected with regular repairs and 
maintenance.

In addition to the Michigan Truck Exposition and 
Safety Symposium and MCTS events, the simulator was 
used at Gordon Food Service in Grand Rapids and Go-
To Transport in Saginaw. Approximately 120 people 
completed simulator training and another 200 drivers 
participated in simulator demonstrations.

The MCTS is looking into ways to increase participa-
tion from trucking companies by increasing mobility 
and awareness of this opportunity.

aVaiLaBLe MaTeriaLS
The MCTS offers a variety of printed materials and vid-
eos available by mail or through the Web site, including:
•	 End the Confusion card (only available at Secretary 

of State branch offices)
•	 Home Run for Safety brochure
•	 Mature Drivers and Trucks DVD
•	 Teens and Trucks DVD
•	 Truck Driver’s Guidebook (updated in FY2012)
•	 Truck	and	tractor-trailer	inspection	DVD
•	 Share the Road DVD
The MCTS distributed 565 inspection DVDs and 112 
Share the Road DVDs as well as 20,549 copies of the 
Truck Driver’s Guidebook.

HoMe Run foR SAfeTY aWarD
The Home Run for Safety Award is given to individuals or 
companies that successfully complete the MCTS core 
programs. For drivers, this includes the National Safety 
Council DDC-PTD, Professional Driver Coaching, a deci-
sion driving course, and an online fatigue management 
course. An additional safety management course is re-
quired for companies.

Nine Home Run for Safety awards were presented 
to Baker College at the Michigan Truck Exposition and 
Safety Symposium. A Home Run For Safety Company 
Award was presented to Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources. The MCTS also presented Mr. Larry Fen-
nell of Con-way Freight and Mr. David Wehman of Baker 
College the MCTS Partner in Safety Award for their sup-
port of the MCDD.
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MsP coMMercial Vehicle 
enforceMenT DiVision

The MSP Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division 
(CVED) responsibilities involving CMVs include en-

forcing general state laws, equipment requirements, 
weight restrictions, driver qualifications, transportation 
of hazardous materials, and criminal activity. Motor car-
rier officers also conduct high visibility traffic enforce-
ment, homeland security, and infrastructure protection 
through CMV enforcement activities. 

enforceMenT
Motor carrier officers focused on driver-related factors, 
such as driving too fast, improper lane usage, failure to 
yield, and following improperly, in high crash corridors 
during the days and times with the highest percentage 
of truck crashes using Special Transportation Enforce-
ment Teams (STETs). A limited amount of STET activities 
took place on weekends and holidays using funding for 
overtime.

STETs are highly mobile operations allowing motor 
carrier officers to address driver and vehicle violations 
in areas at higher risk for CMV crashes.  STET operations 
generally focus on driver behavior-related violations as 
well as specific initiatives aimed at hazardous materials, 
equipment inspections, and weight restrictions.

The MSP CVED purchased several sets of portable 
scales and flashlights, as well as 12 mobile driver license 
readers. These materials enhance the ability of motor 
carrier officers to perform effective CMV enforcement. 

Grant funding was awarded for 1,045 overtime hours 
to be used for STET activity on weekends and holidays.

FY2012 STET OVERTIME ACTIVITY 

Total Vehicle Stops 820

Safety Inspections 640

Total Citations 580

Speeding 134

Moving Traffic 20

Seat Belt 93

Driver's License 11

Illegal Parking 6

Log Book 56

Total Hours Worked 1,045

eDucaTion
Five CMV awareness classes were conducted for state, 
county, and local law enforcement agencies. In addi-
tion, the CMV Enforcement Quarterly electronic news-
letter was distributed to Michigan law enforcement 
agencies, prosecutors, and district court magistrates. 
Updated copies of the FMSCA Regulations were also 
provided to district court magistrates.

Truck SafeTy granT STaTiSTicS
REGULAR STET ACTIVITY FY2012 TOTALS  FY2011 TOTALS INCREASE/DECREASE*

Total Vehicle Stops 7,233 5,768 +1,465

Safety Inspections 5,851 4,718 +1,133

Total Citations 4,879 4,213 +666

Speeding 1,131 821 +310

Moving Traffic 199 150 +49

Seat Belt 547 547 0

Driver's License 112 111 +1

Illegal Parking 120 97 +23

Log Book 317 265 +52

Total Hours Worked 11,857  10,000 1,857

*note: The increase in STET activities in FY2012 is consistent with the increased hours-worked based on the 
funding award for FY2012. 
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research

SeaT BeLT uSe
Wayne State University (WSU) received $63,537 in grant 
funding from the FMCSA to conduct a direct observa-
tion survey to determine the seat belt use rate among 
CMV drivers.  The MTSC provided an additional $18,484 
in a grant-funding match for the project.  

WSU determined the CMV driver seat belt use rate 
for 2011 was 84.9 percent, significantly higher than the 

national average rate of 77 percent.  This is an 11.3 per-
cent increase from the 73.6 percent recorded in 2006.  
In addition, the number of CMV driver fatalities and in-
capacitating injuries decreased 45 percent from 2006-
2011. 

The CMV Direct Observation Survey Final Report 
from WSU is available at www.michigan.gov/ohsp.
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Truck safeTy funD

STaTeMenT of changeS in funD BaLance
for The PerioD enDeD SePTeMBer 30, 2012

fy2011 fy2012

reVenueS

Truck Registration Fees $1,834,769 $1,895,744 

Variable Interstate Fees/ Uniform Carrier Registration (UCR) Fees $750,000 $750,000

Total $2,584,769 $2,645,744 

exPenDiTureS

Administration $35,862 $54,534

Education Programs $1,227,086 $1,116,654

Enforcement $1,349,971 $1,473,407

Research/Other $0 $41,668 

Total $2,612,919 $2,686,263 

exceSS of reVenueS oVer exPenDiTureS ($28,150) ($40,519)

Beginning funD BaLance

Total $1,165,036 $1,438,123 

enDing funD BaLance

Total Before UCR Carry-Forward $1,136,886 $1,397,604 

Excess MSP CVED UCR Fees $301,237 * 

Total ending fund Balance $1,438,123 * 

*The MTSC Annual Report is prepared prior to this information being available.

The Truck Safety Fund is recorded using the modified 
accrual basis of accounting. Fund revenues are record-
ed when they are collected. Fund expenditures are re-
corded in the year expended.

The ending fund balance in FY2011 includes an ex-
cess in UCR fees from the MSP CVED general account. 
This amount was added to the enforcement grant in 
FY2012 and is included in the reported expenditures.

It is anticipated the final expenditures for the educa-
tion programs will decrease as a result of audit findings. 
If this occurs, the reported FY2012 expenditure will be 
adjusted in the FY2013 annual report.

While the fiscal year ends on September 30, the 
State of Michigan accounting books are not closed un-
til later in the year. Any necessary adjustments in the 
Truck Safety Fund revenues or expenditures will be re-
flected in the annual report for the following fiscal year.
funding Sources
>> $15 of the registration fee collected by the 

Michigan Department of State on most large trucks, 
per Public Act 346 of 1988, Section 257.801 of the 
Michigan Complied Laws

>> UCR fees collected by the Michigan Department of 
Labor and Economic Growth, per Public Act of 347 
of 1988, Section 478.7 of the Michigan Complied 
Laws
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Section 247.675 of the Michigan Compiled Laws
Sec. 25. 
(1) The truck safety fund is established and shall be 

maintained in the State Treasury. The truck safety 
fund shall be administered by the Office of High-
way Safety Planning within the Department of 
State Police.

(2) The Michigan Truck Safety Commission is estab-
lished in the Office of Highway Safety Planning 
within the Department of State Police. The com-
mission shall control the expenditures of the truck 
safety fund. The commission shall consist of the 
following members:
(a) A member of the State Transportation Com-

mission, or his or her authorized representa-
tive who is a member of the State Transporta-
tion Commission.

(b) The director of the Office of Highway Safety 
Planning, within the Department of State Po-
lice.

(c) The Secretary of State.
(d) The commanding officer of the Motor Carrier 

Division within the Department of State Police.
(e) Seven individuals appointed by the governor 

with the advice and consent of the Senate as 
follows:
(i) One individual representing Michigan 

community colleges.
(ii) One individual representing 4-year col-

leges or universities.
(iii) One individual representing the Michigan 

Trucking Association.
(iv) One individual representing private mo-

tor carriers.
(v) One individual representing organized la-

bor.
(vi) Two individuals representing the general 

public.
(3) The appointed members of the Michigan Truck 

Safety Commission shall be appointed for 2-year 
terms. The chairperson of the Michigan Truck Safe-
ty Commission shall be elected by a majority of the 
members serving on the Michigan Truck Safety 
Commission. A vacancy shall be filled for the bal-
ance of the unexpired term in the same manner as 
the original appointment. The business which the 
Michigan Truck Safety Commission shall perform 

shall be conducted at a quarterly meeting held 
in compliance with the open meetings act, Act 
No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 
15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
Public notice of the meeting shall be given in the 
manner required under Act No.267 of 1976. A ma-
jority of the commission members serving shall be 
required to constitute a quorum.

(4) The truck safety fund shall be expended in the fol-
lowing order of priority and in the following man-
ner:
(a) Not more than 5 percent but not more than 

$100,000.00 of the money deposited in the 
truck safety fund shall be expended for the 
fund's administrative expenses. The Office 
of Highway Safety Planning may employ not 
more than 2 persons to assist in the adminis-
tration of the fund.

(b) Not less than 30 percent, but not less than 
$1,000,000.00 of the balance of the money 
deposited in the truck safety fund shall be ex-
pended for the following purposes:
(i) Establishing truck driver safety education 

programs.
(ii) Encouraging, coordinating, and adminis-

tering grants for research and demonstra-
tion projects to develop the application 
of new ideas and concepts in truck driver 
safety education as applied to state, as op-
posed to nationwide, problems.

(iii) Applying for, receiving, and accepting any 
grant, gift, contribution, loan, or other as-
sistance in the form of money, property, 
labor, and any other form from a public 
or private source for the enhancement 
of truck driver safety education, includ-
ing matching funds and other assistance 
from an agency or instrumentality of the 
United States and doing each thing as is 
necessary to apply for, receive, and ad-
minister that assistance in accordance 
with the laws of this state.

(c) Not less than $750,000.00 of the balance of 
the money deposited in the truck safety fund 
shall be expended for the establishment of 
special transportation enforcement team op-
erations within the Motor Carrier Division of 

Public acT 348 of 1988
Establishment of the Truck Safety Fund and MTSC
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the Department of State Police and any ex-
penses incurred by the Special Transportation 
Enforcement Team including, but not limited 
to, required equipment. The Motor Carrier Di-
vision of the Department of State Police shall 
submit an annual report of the activities of 
the Special Transportation Enforcement Team 
operations and expenditures of the fund for 
those operations provided by this subdivision.

(d) The balance of the money deposited in the 
truck safety fund, if any, shall be expended for 
the following purposes:
(i) Investigating, performing data collection 

and analysis, and making recommenda-
tions on truck accidents within this state.

(ii) Investigating and making recommenda-
tions on the truck safety enforcement pro-
cedures of local law enforcement agen-
cies.

 (iii) Performing other functions considered 
necessary by the Michigan Truck Safety 
Commission for the enhancement of truck 
and truck driver safety within this state.

(5) The commission shall make an annual report to the 
chairpersons of the House Transportation and Sen-
ate State Affairs, Tourism, and Transportation com-
mittees on the status of the fund. The report shall 
be submitted within 45 days after the end of the 
fiscal year and shall include the year and balance 
of the fund and the disbursements made from the 
fund during the previous fiscal year.








